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SM Conservancy’s Expands Programming Contributions  
for Nick Gabaldón Day Weekend 2018 Celebration 

 
 

 
Youngsters from Martin Luther King, Jr. Recreation Center Los Angeles (front left) and other participants listen to Jeff 
Williams and Greg Rachel of the Black Surfers Collective welcome all at the signature event of the Nick Gabaldón Day 
2018 weekend activities at Santa Monica’s Bay Street/Inkwell monument beach site. This on land ceremony joined an 
ocean paddle-out ceremony, where surfers honor fellow surfers who have died such as Gabaldón and others they want to 
recognize. After collecting the flowers and surfboards from the shoreline circle formation above, surfers headed for the 
surf paddle out beyond the break, into the calm area of the ocean water nearby the shore. There they created a floating 
circle, with the flowers being placed in the center. Water is splashed and words of remembrance are spoken. Surfers 
straddling their boards hold hands in union for a moment of silence. The surfers participating in the Nick Gabaldón Day 
programming then returned to shore to volunteer as water safety and free surfing lesson instructors facilitated by Surf 
Academy and the Black Surfers Collective. Cerritos College students, to gain some real-world experience, videotaped and 
photographed the opening ceremony and other, and interviewed a few people as part of a project for their coursework.  
Photography courtesy of Damien Baskette/Black Surfers Collective Facebook Page, Saturday, 2 June 2018. 
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Santa Monica Conservancy educators, supported by Heal the Bay and the California Historical Society 
educators, are leading the Passport to Success LA2018: Life at the Beach Series activities for youngsters age 11 
to 17. The Martin Luther King, Jr. Recreation Center, under the direction of Eric Griffin, has been a partner 
organization in recruitment of youngsters 
for program participation from South Los 
Angeles communities in City Council 
District 8 and 9 for activities of education, 
exploration and fun in Santa Monica. Our 
innovative program engages youngsters in 
heritage and nature education, 
environmental justice concepts, and civic 
action to expose them to future 
employment opportunities intersecting 
with beach recreation. In 2018 we have 
four field trips planned from March to 
September, one of which is the Nick 
Gabaldón Day trip.  
 
Nick Gabaldón (1927–1951) was the first 
documented surfer of African-American  
and Mexican-American descent in 
California’s Santa Monica Bay. As a 
teenager he began surfing in the Pacific 
Ocean at Santa Monica’s Bay Street beach 
sometimes called “the Inkwell,” which is 
the historical African American beach site 
from the Jim Crow era, and the location 
where Gabaldón first began his ocean 
experiences. In 2008 the City of Santa 
Monica officially recognized the Bay Street 
beach/“Inkwell” and Gabaldón with a 
landmark monument at Bay Street and the 
Oceanfront Walk.  
 
The monument and this year’s weekend 
celebration commemorates the legacy of 
Gabaldón and numerous other people of 
color who enjoyed this beach site, that 
struggled for their California dreams of 
freedom and self-fulfillment during the Jim Crow era. He and other African Americans and other people of 

 
Alison Rose Jefferson, Historian and Passport to Success youth 
program Coordinator/SM Conservancy sharing knowledge with the 
MLK, Jr. Rec Center LA youngsters and Tom Cleys, SM Conservancy 
Board of Directors Member (in the light blue hat, right of Jefferson) 
about some of the African Americans who frequented the Bay Street 
beach during the Jim Crow era, long before the Inkwell monument at 
Oceanfront Walk was installed in 2008 to recognize this community’s  
struggles for their California dreams and public space. Photography 
courtesy of Carol Lemlein/SM Conservancy President, 2 June 2018. 

Page 2 of 28



 
 

Passport to Success LA2018: Life at the Beach Series 
Nick Gabaldón Day Weekend Activities 

California Beaches Belong to You 
(June 1–3, 2018)  

Prepared by Alison Rose Jefferson, Ph.D. 
 

 

color challenged racial and class structures by confronting the emergent politics of leisure and recreation 
access when they surfed, and hung out at the oceanfront, a public space that was, and still is, at the core of 
California’s formative, mid-twentieth century identity. Both these public processes activities strengthen the 
environmental and social justice recognition that all communities, including communities of color, have a right 
to historical and cultural sites, along with clean air and water, and enjoyment of America’s natural resources. 
 
South Los Angeles teenagers hosted by the Passport to Success LA2018 program of the SM Conservancy joined 
other youngsters hosted by Concerned Black Men Los Angeles and the Weingart East Los Angeles YMCA, and 
general public participants for the signature day’s activities. There were close to 200 participants, made up 
mostly of youngsters from middle school to young adulthood, along with event partner organization 
facilitators and volunteers, and general public supporters. 
 
Fun and educational field trips are one of the ways we broaden youngsters’ horizons and prepare them for 
their life experience. When we expose them to different places, new experiences and people, they see 
possibilities that they may not have considered before. The Nick Gabaldón Day programming reaches out to 
youngsters in under-served communities to inspire, engage and empower them (and their parents) through 
meaningful educational programming. We are helping build personal experiences with cultural, historical and 
nature heritage and civic engagement that are the foundation of stewardship, and the development of the 
next generation of civic, heritage conservation/historic preservation and nature conservation leaders.  
 
Alison Rose Jefferson, program coordinator for the SM Conservancy’s Passport to Success Beach Series 
program led the organization and fundraising effort for the youth participation from South Los Angeles 
communities, generally, and for the financial support of specific events of the Nick Gabaldón weekend 
activities which will be described later in this report from The Edwards Harris Charitable Trust and Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas. Eric Griffin, director of the MLK, Jr. Rec Center LA coordinated with 
Albizeal Del Valle, field deputy for Councilman Marqueece Harris-Dawson of Los Angeles City Council District 8 
for a bus coach to transport the youngsters, to and from, their South Los Angeles neighborhoods to Santa 
Monica Beach for the full day of activities.  

 
This year, two days of new activities were added to the signature Bay 
Street/Inkwell monument beach site and Santa Monica Pier Aquarium 
celebrational programming. On Friday, June 1, at the WELA YMCA, the 
documentary film, “La Maestra (The Teacher)”, was screened with 
filmmaker Elizabeth Pepin Silva on hand for an interview with a 
student and Q&A with the audience. The film was also show at the 
Santa Monica Pier Aquarium on Saturday, June 2 with a Q&A by the 
filmmaker and her colleague on projects Krista Comer.  
 

The “La Maestra” documentary film is about Mayra Agular, a young Mexican woman teacher, surfer and 
environmental conservation advocate in Baja, who decides to follow her own path and in doing so, inspires 

Page 3 of 28

http://otwfront.net/la-maestra/


 
 

Passport to Success LA2018: Life at the Beach Series 
Nick Gabaldón Day Weekend Activities 

California Beaches Belong to You 
(June 1–3, 2018)  

Prepared by Alison Rose Jefferson, Ph.D. 
 

 

other to do the same and changes her community’s expectations of what’s 
appropriate for girls and women, as well as for the community’s natural 
environment. 
 
The programming continued on Sunday, June 3,  with a public conversation 
with The Critical Surf Studies Reader contributors Dexter Zavalza Hough-
Snee, Krista Comer, Kevin Dawson and Dina Gilio-Whitaker, and “La Maestra” 
filmmaker Elizabeth Pepin Sliva, moderated by historian  Alison Rose 
Jefferson. The Critical Surf Studies Reader features essays that explore 
surfing's history and development as a practice embedded in complex and 
sometimes oppositional social, political, economic, and cultural relations. 
Refocusing the history and culture of surfing, the authors pay particular 
attention to reclaiming the roles that women, indigenous peoples, and 
people of color have played in surfing, challenging notions of white bourgeois surf culture. Panelists 
illuminate the current and historical experiences of people of color, indigenous peoples, female 
surfers, and how their stories are informed by issues of access and socio-economic context. 
This program was co-presented with the Beach=Culture series at the Annenberg Community Beach House, a 
program of the City of Santa Monica. 
 
The Nick Gabaldón Day 2018 weekend programming was made possible by Coastal Conservancy, The Edwards 
Harris Charitable Trust, Los Angeles County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas, Los Angeles City Councilman 
Marqueece Harris-Dawson, Hurley and Kind Bar, in partnership with Heal the Bay, the Black Surfers Collective, 
Surf Bus Foundation, Santa Monica Conservancy, the Weingart East Los Angeles YMCA, Concerned Black Men 
Los Angeles, and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Recreation Center Los Angeles. 
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MLK, Jr. Rec Center youngsters have fun in the Pacific Ocean surf tide line zone while the ceremonial paddle out for Nick 
Gabaldón Day 2018 takes place in the background to the left and a few individuals surf on right. Photography courtesy of 
Raquel Jamerson/MLK, Jr. Coordinator, Saturday, 2 June 2018. 
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Friday, 1 June 2018 – new this year 
 

 
Alison Rose Jefferson/Historian and SM Conservancy Youth Program Coordinator and Meredith McCarthy/Heal the Bay, 
Interim Operations Director, joined filmmaker Elizabeth Pepin Silva to screen the documentary film she created with Paul 
Ferraris, “La Maestra (The Teacher)” (2015), at the Weingart East Los Angeles YMCA movie night event as part of the 
Nick Gabaldón Day 2018 weekend activities. The movie screening event was one of the YMCA teenagers fundraising 
efforts for their Youth Institute Summer 2018 program which provides knowledge and training to empower them to be 
active, civilly engaged citizens and helps prepare the leaders of tomorrow. Jefferson offered remarks about the social 
history of those being honored with the Nick Gabaldón Day 2018 weekend activities. She suggested the youngsters 
examine the parallels in the lives of Gabaldón and Agular to reflect on the challenges of communities’ expectations about 
individual self-fulfillment and the betterment of their communities in different times and spaces. Photography courtesy of 
Emmanuel Icaza/WELA YMCA Director of Teen Programs, Friday, 1 June 2018.   
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As part of the Friday film screening event, Stephanie, a teenager active with the WELA YMCA’s program, did an excellent 
interview with “La Maestra (The Teacher)” filmmaker Elizabeth Pepin Silva about the inspirations for the film and advice 
for overcoming obstacles to fulfill ones’ dreams for life and career, before questions were put forth from the audience to 
the filmmaker. Student interviewer Stephanie prepared for her questions for Pepin Silva by viewing the film and reading 
information beforehand about Gabaldón and the Bay Street/Inkwell monument beach site for contextualization of the 
Nick Gabaldón Day 2018 activities provided by historian Alison Rose Jefferson in the weeks prior to the WELA YMCA 
movie night. Jefferson provided opening remarks about the film and historic figures and site. Photography courtesy of 
Meredith McCarthy/Heal the Bay and Alison Rose Jefferson/SM Conservancy, 1 June 2018. 
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            Weingart East Los Angeles YMCA Movie Night Advertisement 
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Saturday, 2 June 2018 – signature event activities 
 

 
MLK, Jr. Rec Center LA youngsters getting oriented upon arriving for Nick Gabaldón Day 2018 weekend activities 
signature event at Santa Monica’s Bay Street/Inkwell monument beach site. Some of these youngsters have participated 
in other field trips offered by the Passport to Success LA program of the SM Conservancy which was initiated in 2017.  
Photography courtesy of Damien Baskette/Black Surfers Collective Facebook Page, 2 June 2018. 
 
 
Simultaneously in rotation with the surfing lessons, youngsters had learning experiences with local history and 
heritage conservation/historic preservation, and marine biology and watershed stewardship. Santa Monica 
Conservancy president Carol Lemlein, board members Tom Cleys and Sherrill Kushner, and historian Alison 
Rose Jefferson, who also coordinates the Passport to Success Beach Series youth program, facilitated visits to 
inspect the Inkwell monument to experience the historic marker to educate the youngsters about Gabaldón 
and the beach site’s history. As well a table set up was nearby providing passersby with information about the 
beach historic site and programs of the Santa Monica Conservancy. 
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Heal the Bay facilitators lead marine biology and ecology explorations. Marion Clark, Surf Bus Foundation led 
the volunteer surf instructors to teach the newbie surfer participants about water safety and instruct them in 
the art of wave riding. There was time to watch the surfing students and plenty of playtime and fun in the sun, 
sand and surf between the unique learning experiences. 
 
The youngsters ate lunch on the beach delivered from El Pollo Loco and were given t-shirts provided by Hurley 
to take home as a memento of the day’s experience.  
 

 
Posing with a replica of the portrait painting of Nick Gabaldón (2013) by artist Richard Wyatt, commissioned by surfer 
Rick Blocker, used as part of the welcome and on land paddle out ceremony of the Nick Gabaldón Day 2018 weekend 
activities signature event. Pictured, standing left to right: Damien Baskette, BSC; ?????; Meredith McCarthy, Heal the 
Bay, Interim Operations Director; Jeff Williams, BSC; Tom Cleys, SM Conservancy Board Member; Shelley Luce, Heal the 
Bay, President/CEO; Alison Rose Jefferson, Historian and Passport to Success youth program Coordinator/SM 
Conservancy; Brett Simpson, Hurley pro surfer; Bailey Richardson, Hurley pro surfer; and Los Angeles County Lifeguards 
Lance Keene and Jeffrey Dahlen. Kneeling, l to r: Pat Towersey (red cap), Hurley; Greg Rachel, BSC; and Pat O’Connell 
(gray wetsuit), Hurley pro surfer. Invited by event co-coordinator Marion Clark of Surf Academy/Surf Bus Foundation, all 
of the folks representing Hurley surf and swimwear merchandise who helped out as volunteer surf lesson instructors, 
have a track record in the sport of wave riding as athletes and brand representatives. The participation of the Los 
Angeles Country Lifeguard crew (including Marco Rodriguez and Jonahvan Rico, not in the photograph above)  as surf 
instructors and water safety experts was greatly appreciated by all involved and participating in the Nick Gabaldón Day 
2018 signature beach day event. Photography courtesy of Heal the Bay, 2 June 2018. 
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Youngsters with mentors from Concerned Black Men Los Angeles strike a pose after taking a listen to learn about why the 
Inkwell monument was created to commemorate the Bay Street beach site frequented by African Americans in the 
nation's Jim Crow era, and Nick Gabaldón. The Concerned Black Men LA organization mentors have brought youngsters 
out in several years that this signature event of Nick Gabaldón Day 2018 weekend activities has been held since 2013. 
Alison Rose Jefferson, Historian and Youth Program Coordinator for Santa Monica Conservancy spoke to the group about 
the history. Photography courtesy of Cerritos College video production class student. 
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Weingart East Los Angeles YMCA youngsters pose for a photograph on the beach before they get on with the signature 
event of the Nick Gabaldón Day 2018 weekend activities. Many of the youngsters who came out to the beach on June 2, 
attended the movie night presentation featuring “The La Maestra (The Teacher)” documentary film and its creator 
Elizabeth Pepin Silva the night before. Pictured with the youngsters is Emmanuel Icaza (t-shirt and sunglasses), WELA 
YMCA, Director of Teen Programs. Photography courtesy of Meredith McCarthy/Heal the Bay, Saturday, 2 June 2018.    
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Another view of the youngsters from Martin Luther King, Jr. Recreation Center Los Angeles (front center) and other 
participants listen to Jeff Williams and Greg Rachel of the Black Surfers Collective welcome to all at the signature event of 
the Nick Gabaldón Day 2018 weekend activities at Santa Monica’s Bay Street/Inkwell monument beach site. In this 
photograph also can been seen the Cerritos College video production class student filming. MLK, Jr. Rec Center LA staff 
members Alaysia West (left of the SM Pier Ferris wheel) and Raquel Jamerson (right of Alaysia in pink shirt). Also, in view 
in this photograph are four of the speakers that participated in the Critical Surf Studies presentation on Sunday, 3 June 
2018 held at the SM Annenberg Community Beach House: Dexter Zavalza Hough-Snee (in the wetsuit situated near the 
end of the view of the Santa Monica Pier), Krista Comer (with the baseball cap in front of the Lifeguard Tower), Kevin 
Dawson (under the point of the white tent) and Elizabeth Pepin Silva (straw hat, standing to the right of the white 
surfboard and the trash can). Shouts go the Critical Surf Studies conversation speakers for attending the signature event 
on the beach and helped out with the surf lessons and documenting the event. Photography courtesy of Elizabeth 
Espinoza/MLK, Jr. staff, Saturday, 2 June 2018.  
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MLK, Jr. Rec Center LA youngsters taking part in shoreline life exploration at the Pacific Ocean with the day’s temperature 
at almost 80°, making it a perfect beach day. Top, Meredith McCarthy (left) gives lessons to the youngsters about looking 
for shoreline life in the wet sand. Photography courtesy of Raquel Jamerson/MLK, Jr. Coordinator, Saturday, 2 June 2018. 
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Top, more exploration and close examination by the youngsters for sea life in the wet sand at the surf line. Bottom, MLK, 
Jr. Rec Center LA staff member Alaysia West, holds a crab one of the youngsters found in their shoreline ocean life 
explorations as one looks on at the beach scene. Photography courtesy of Raquel Jamerson/MLK, Jr. Coordinator, 
Saturday, 2 June 2018. 
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MLK, Jr. Rec Center LA youngsters in their shoreline ocean life explorations, make time for building a few sandcastles and 
digging a few earthworks. Photography courtesy of Raquel Jamerson/MLK, Jr. Coordinator, Saturday, 2 June 2018. 
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Top, Surf Academy/Surf Bus Foundation director Marion Clark (left) leads MLK, Jr. Rec Center LA youngsters in learning 
techniques for water safety paddling while laying on a surf board in the ocean. Bottom, scene on the beach of the activity 
going on of the volunteers and students who are part of the Nick Gabaldón Day 2018, Saturday Bay Street/Inkwell 
monument beach site surf lessons. Photography courtesy of Raquel Jamerson/MLK, Jr. Coordtr., Saturday, 2 June 2018. 
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Top, MLK, Jr. Rec Center LA youngsters enjoying wave riding on boogie boards. Photography courtesy of Raquel 
Jamerson/MLK, Jr. Coordinator. Below, the whole MLK, Jr. Rec crew (youngsters and staff – Elizabeth Espinoza, Alaysia 
West and Raquel Jamerson) pose for a photo. Photography courtesy of passerby at Bicknell Street, Santa Monica, CA, 
Saturday, 2 June 2018. 
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MLK, Jr. Rec Center LA Coordinator Raquel Jamerson (r) meeting Marion Clark/Director, Surf Academy/Surf Bus Fdtn. (l) 
for the first time at the beginning of the signature event of Nick Gabaldón Day 2018 weekend activities. Clark led the 
organization of the surf lessons. Jamison was the lead chaperone for the MLK, Jr. youngster and the person who was 
directly involved in getting them to sign up to participate in the field trip. The youngsters in Jamison’s charge and the 
other two chaperones are in the background waiting for directions of where they are to get set up on the beach. 
Photography courtesy of Damien Baskette/Black Surfers Collective Facebook Page, 2 June 2018. 
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In the afternoon, activities moved to Heal the Bay’s Santa Monica Pier Aquarium. To check out the local 
marine life and other activities, the Aquarium offered free admission to all visitors on Nick Gabaldón Day. 
Guest reader, actor Ser'Darius Blain popped in to led the story time reading for children. Special art activities 
were offered, as well as screenings of three documentaries exploring issues of race, coastal access, and 
following your passion against all odds. The films include: “White Wash” (2011), “12 Miles North: The Nick 
Gabaldón Story” (2012) and – “La Maestra (The Teacher)” (2015) film screening and Q&A with co-filmmaker 
Elizabeth Pepin Silva with co-founder of the Institute for Women Surfers and Rice University professor Krista 
Comer.  
 

 
Ser'Darius Blain, an American actor best known for his role in “Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle” (2017) led the afternoon 
children’s story time reading at the Santa Monica Pier Aquarium at the Nick Gabaldón Day 2018 celebration activities. 
Photography courtesy of Alison Rose Jefferson/SM Conservancy, Saturday, 2 June 2018.  
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Youngsters also had a chance to explore the local marine line, and their creativity in marine life themed play 
and arts-and-crafts activities at the Aquarium. 
 

MLK, Jr. Rec Center LA youngsters check out the various species of starfish that live in the Santa Monica Bay display at 
the SM Pier Aquarium. Photography courtesy of Alison Rose Jefferson/SM Conservancy, Saturday, 2 June 2018. 
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MLK, Jr. Rec Center youngsters checking out the sea cucumbers and other Santa Monica Bay marine life on display at the 
SM Pier Aquarium. Photography courtesy of Alison Rose Jefferson/SM Conservancy, Saturday, 2 June 2018. 

 
The sunny beach weather, and all the activities on the sand at Santa Monica’s Bay Street beach/Inkwell 
monument and at the SM Pier Aquarium provided a wholesome day of new experiences and fun for the South 
Los Angeles and other area youngsters. 
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Sunday, 3 June 2018 – new this year 
 
The weekend activities continued with speakers and a public conversation co-presented with the 
Beach=Culture series at the Annenberg Community Beach House, a program of the City of Santa Monica. 
 

 
A cut out of the commemorative poster from Nick Gabaldón Day, June 1, 2013, created by Ana Luisa Ahern (then working 
at Heal the Bay). Her inspiration for the poster came from a photograph by Ted Woods (“White Wash” documentary 
filmmaker). This artwork has continued to resonate through the years with different aspects of it having been reproduced 
since its creation in 2013 for the Nick Gabaldón Day programming advertisements as it was in 2018 for the Critical Surf 
Studies speakers presentation and conversation, a co-presented Beach=Culture event at the SM Annenberg Community 
Beach House. African American surfers Rusty White, Rick Blocker and Max McMullin with their surfboards standing on 
the sand, looking out at the Pacific Ocean, are the original elements of the photograph by Woods which Ahern 
embellished with the lifeguard tower, Santa Monica Pier and various logos place strategically on the surfboards. 
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June 3, 2018

Critical Surf Studies - a discussion

Panelists: Krista Comer, Kevin Dawson, Dexter Zavalza Hough-Snee, Elizabeth Pepin Silva
California State Assembly Bill 1782 introduction by Dina Gilio-Whitaker 
Moderator: Alison Rose Jefferson 

Krista Comer is a professor of English at Rice University in Texas and an affiliated scholar of Stanford University’s 
Lane Center for the American West. Author of Landscapes of the New West: Gender and Geography in Contemporary 
Women’s Writing as well as Surfer Girls in the New World Order, Comer writes both “traditional” scholarship as well 
as more “public-facing” scholarship – meaning work designed for a broad audience and dedicated to social action. 
In 2014, she co-founded the Institute for Women Surfers, a grassroots educational initiative in the Public Humanities 
(wwwinstituteforwomensurfers.org) to bring activist women surfers and their allies together for peer teaching, learning, 
and mutual aid. Her essay ”Surfeminism, Critical Regionalism, and Public Scholarship” appears in The Critical Surf 
Studies Reader.

Kevin Dawson is an associate professor of history at the University of California, Merced. His research examines how 
enslaved Africans carried swimming, underwater diving, surfing, canoe-making, and canoeing skills to the Americas 
where they used these African traditions to help provide their lives with a sense of meaning and purpose. He is 
the author of the recently published book, Undercurrents of Power, Aquatic Culture in the African Diaspora. He has 
published articles on the swimming and surfing abilities of African-descended people in both Atlantic Africa and the 
Americas, and his essay “Surfing Beyond Racial and Colonial Imperatives in Early Modern Atlantic Africa and Oceania” 
appears in The Critical Surf Studies Reader.

Dina Gilio-Whitaker (Colville Confederated Tribes) is Policy Director, Senior Research Associate, and Faculty at 
the Center for World Indigenous Studies. She is an award-winning journalist and essayist, and adjunct professor 
of American Indian Studies at California State University San Marcos. Gilio-Whitaker’s research interests focus on 
Indigenous nationalism, self-determination, environmental justice, and education. She also works within the field 
of critical sports studies, examining the intersections of indigeneity and the sport of surfing. She is co-author with 
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz of Beacon Press’ “All the Real Indians Died Off” and 20 Other Myths About Native Americans, 
and is under contract with Beacon Press for her forthcoming book, As Long as Grass Grows: The Indigenous Fight for 
Environmental Justice from Colonization to Standing Rock.She is also a contributor to the Critical Surf Studies Reader.

Dexter Zavalza Hough-Snee is a lecturer in the Department of Modern Languages at Santa Clara University. He is 
the author of numerous book chapters and articles about surfing and its historical development and co-editor with 
Alexander Sotelo Eastman of The Critical Surf Studies Reader. He is currently advancing on a book manuscript 
tentatively titled “You Have the Right to Surf!:” National Identity, Indigenismo, and Environmental Politics in Coastal 
Peru, 1937-2020. The project examines how the Peruvian surfing community has mobilized around narratives of 
modern waveriding’s genesis among coastal indigenous peoples to contribute to philosophies of peruanidad and an 
ocean-centered national identity.

Alison Rose Jefferson (moderator) is a historian and heritage conservation consultant who has contributed to the 
organization of the Nick Gabaldón Day celebration since 2013. Currently, Jefferson’s work is public facing as consultant 
on Los Angeles history projects. Her forthcoming book with the working title of Leisure’s Race, Power and Place in 
Los Angeles and California Dreams in the Jim Crow Era, rethinks the significance of the struggle for leisure and public 
space for all within the long freedom rights struggle and civil rights movement. Her work has garnered attention in 
KCET-LA programming, the L.A. Times and other media outlets. For more information about Jefferson’s activities visit 
her website, alisonrosejefferson.com.
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Elizabeth Pepin Silva is a filmmaker, photographer, writer, and surfer based in Ojai, California. A winner of five Emmy 
Awards, she has been making films independently and with PBS for more than 20 years. Her numerous projects 
include La Maestra (The Teacher), Slow the Flow, Coastal Clash, and One Winter Story. Dismayed by the way women 
surfers were portrayed in the mainstream surf media at the time, she began taking her camera to the beach, starting 
her “WaterWomen” surf photo project in 1996. Silva’s unique and realistic images of women surfers have appeared in 
museums and galleries, and in newspapers, magazines, and books around the world. For more information on Silva’s 
activities visit her website, otwfront.net.

Beach=Culture programs are made possible by the City of Santa Monica, Cultural Affairs Division. smgov.net/arts

#ArtSaMo   #SMBeachHouse

Critical Surf Studies is offered as part of the Nick Gabaldón Day weekend activities, which were made possible 
by Coastal Conservancy, The Edwards Harris Charitable Trust, Los Angeles County Supv. Mark Ridley-Thomas, Los 
Angeles City Councilman Marqueece Harris Dawson, Hurley and Kind Bars in partnership with the Black Surfers 
Collective, Heal the Bay, Surf Bus Foundation, Santa Monica Conservancy, Weingart Boyle Heights YMCA, Concerned 
Black Men Los Angeles and MLK Recreation Center. 

 

* Did you feed the meter? Parking is $3/hr or $12/day at the machines located in three areas of the parking lot 
(cards & cash accepted.) Bike parking available in two areas of the site - bring a lock. 

The Annenberg Community Beach House is wheelchair accessible and ADA compliant. For disability-
related accommodations or other questions, please call Guest Services at (310) 458-4904. 

Upcoming Beach House Events
Reservations are required unless noted. All events are free but seating is limited.  
Please visit annenbergbeachhouse.com/beachculture or call Guest Services at 310-458-4904 to make a reservation.

Mon-Sun 6/4 -6/10: Beach Dances - seven days of contemporary dance open rehearsal, workshop and performance

	 Monday 6/4, 4-4:30pm: Performance - No)one. Art House RIGHT & L3FT 
	 Monday 6/4, 6-7pm: Workshop - Awareness & Movement with Rebecca Bruno 
	 Saturday 6/9, 11am-12pm Youth Workshop - Dancing by the Shore with Suchi Branfman  
	 Saturday 6/9, 6:30-7pm CARLON presents  [four triangles] 
	 Sunday 6/10, 11am-12pm All Ages Workshop - Imagination, Movement & Flow with Jay Carlon  
	 Sunday 6/10, 6:30-7pm CARLON presents  [four triangles]

Saturday 6/9, 10am: Pool open daily starting 6/9 and through the summer.
Tuesday 6/19, 6:30-8pm: Red Hen Press reading with John Barr, Catherine Woodard, Lory Bedikian, Chloe Schwenke & 
Bruce Bauman, with music by Nathan Barr
Tuesday 6/26, 6:30-8pm: Writ Large Press - Icons & Influences with Sara Borjas, Denise Carlos, and Ana Chaidez
Stay tuned: July and August feature two Out of the Blue artist projects onsite.

In the Gallery
Open 9am-4pm unless noted; check website. On view through September 6: Latinidad in Focus: Sin fronteras.

Other Santa Monica Cultural Affairs events
Meet Me At Reed - Saturday 6/16: Only Voices, An A Cappella Picnic featuring several of Southern California’s very best all-vocal 
groups. Come and sing along with contemporary hits and American classics; 3 pm Pre-Concert Family Fun Games; 5 pm Concert. 
Picnics Encouraged. Camera Obscura Art Lab - check smgov.net/Camera for current classes. Studio Residents Kate Ingold and 
Brittany Ransom teach weekly classes in 3D printing, collage, cyanotypes and more.

For information on Santa Monica Cultural Affairs Artist Opportunities go to smgov.net/arts. Join the Cultural Affairs 
email list at smgov.net/artsignup. Annenberg Communtiy Beach House info at annenbergbeachhouse.com.  
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Passport to Success LA2018: Life at the Beach Series 
Nick Gabaldón Day Weekend Activities 

California Beaches Belong to You 
(June 1–3, 2018)  

Prepared by Alison Rose Jefferson, Ph.D. 
 

 

Surfing culture not only comprises the fun, athletic, celebrated California beach activity of the 
privileged affluent coast, but includes overlooked cultural and historical complexity. Beyond the joys 
of riding waves and playing in the surf is a history and practice arising from diverse peoples. Surfing’s 
cultural, socio-economic and political complexity has been used in the service of U.S. imperialism and 
capitalism, with its romantic attraction and emotional entanglement with nature, beauty, the body, 
practice, and pleasure. The Critical Surf Studies Reader contributors Dexter Zavalza Hough-Snee, Krista 
Comer, Kevin Dawson and Dina Gilio-Whitaker, and “La Maestra” filmmaker Elizabeth Pepin Sliva moderated 
by historian Alison Rose Jefferson offered in their presentations, inspiring re-envisioning of wave riding in the 
past and present.  
 

 
Critical Surf Studies conversation speakers pose for a photograph before the Beach=Culture event begins in the Garden 
Terrace Room at the SM Annenberg Community Beach House, from l to r: Krista Comer, Dina Gilio-Whitaker, Kevin 
Dawson, Alison Rose Jefferson (moderator), Dexter Zavalza Hough-Snee and Elizabeth Pepin Silva. Photography courtesy 
of Nan Friedman, SM Annenberg Community Beach House, Sunday, 3 June 2018. 
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Passport to Success LA2018: Life at the Beach Series 
Nick Gabaldón Day Weekend Activities 

California Beaches Belong to You 
(June 1–3, 2018)  

Prepared by Alison Rose Jefferson, Ph.D. 
 

 

About the Santa Monica Conservancy and the Passport to Success LA2017: Life at the Beach Series 
 
This South Los Angeles youngsters field trip to the Nick Gabaldón Day celebration was part of the Passport to 
Success LA20018: Life at the Beach Series program produced and led by the Santa Monica Conservancy, and 
supported by Heal the Bay and the California Historical Society. The visit of the youngsters to Santa Monica’s 
Bay Street/Inkwell monument beach site for the celebration was part of the innovative pilot program to 
connect youngsters learning about local history, historic preservation, ocean/watershed stewardship, and civic 
action intersecting with beach recreation. We also are offering the youngsters a view to connecting with 
future career opportunity possibilities.  
 
The Santa Monica Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) public charity dedicated to promoting widespread understanding 
and appreciation of the cultural, social, economic and environmental benefits of historic preservation. One of 
the organization’s goals is to educate school age children about the importance of historic places like Santa 
Monica’s Bay Street/Inkwell monument, and about why they are important to preserve and remember.  For 
more information on the organization visit, www.smconservancy.org. 
 

 
Inkwell monument plaque at Bay Street and Oceanfront Walk in Santa Monica, California. In 2008 the City of Santa 
Monica officially recognized with a landmark monument the Bay Street beach/“Inkwell” site enjoyed by African 
Americans during the Jim Crow era and Nick Gabaldón (1927-1951), the first documented surfer of African- and Mexican-
American descent. 
 

Santa Monica Conservancy  www.smconservancy.org 
 

Mailing 
P.O. Box 653 
Santa Monica, California 90406-0653 

Office 
Preservation Resource Center 
2520 Second Street 
Santa Monica, California 
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Passport to Success LA2018: Life at the Beach Series 
Nick Gabaldón Day Weekend Activities 

California Beaches Belong to You 
(June 1–3, 2018)  

Prepared by Alison Rose Jefferson, Ph.D. 
 

 

Summary –  2018 Dates for Field Trips for Extreme Teens Group  
 

• Field Trip 1: Saturday, March 25, 2018 
 

• Field Trip 2: Nick Gabaldón Day weekend activities, Friday, June 1 to Sunday, June 3, 2018 
o Saturday, June 2, 2018, Signature event at the SM Bay Street/Inkwell monument beach site 

Note: Advanced sign up and signed parental consent forms will be required for teens 
participating in the surf lessons. 

 
• Field Trip 3: Saturday, July 14, 2018 

 
• Field Trip 4: International/California Coastal Cleanup Day (3rd Saturday), September 18, 2018 

o Note: 1) Training meetings will be added leading up to this field trip for those teens participating 
in earning community service hours. 2) Signed parental consent forms will be required for teens 
participating in the beach cleanup. 

 
For other inquiries about the programming contact:  
Alison Rose Jefferson, Santa Monica Conservancy Passport to Success Beach Series coordinator 
alisonrosejefferson@gmail.com / 323.931.6745 
 

 
MLK, Jr. Rec Center youngsters frolicking in the Pacific Ocean surf tide line zone at Nick Gabaldón Day 2018. Photography 
courtesy of Raquel Jamison/MLK, Jr. Coordinator, Saturday, 2 June 2018. 
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