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Iconic photos of the South African Jazz 
Age, Apartheid era and early life of Nelson 
Mandela will be displayed in the Shatford 
Library Rotunda from January 16 – February 
27. The exhibit features the work of Jurgen 
Schadeberg, recognized worldwide as a 
pioneer of South African photography. 
Presented by Altadena – based nonprofit 
Art Aids Art, the exhibit will include South 
African beadwork and information about 
current literacy, Fair Trade and health 
programs involving Pasadena teachers 
and students who have traveled to Cape 
Town on service learning trips.  Photos and 
handcrafts are available for purchase. Info 
at www.artaidsart.org.

Tuesday, February 21, 2012
Kabasa African Drummers
PCC Quad

Thursday, February 23, 2012
Geminelle Rollins (Performance)
PCC Quad

Tuesday, February 28, 2012
Big Ballers Vs. Shot Callers
PCC Quad

Thursday, March 1, 2012
Black Women in History
Galloway Plaza

AFRICAN AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH ACTIVITIES 

A Hearing and a Listening: Stories of the Africa Diaspora and Pasadena
curated by Christopher Jimenez y West, Ph.D., Social Sciences.

For more information, please call (626) 585-7236.

Pasadena City College is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for individuals with disabilities. If you desire an accommodation related to your 
disability, please contact Human Resources at (626) 585-7361 or email at yiperez@   . Your request should include a general description of your functional 
limitation and the type of accommodation you are requesting, and be submitted at least 10 working days before the event to ensure availability.



Opening Event/ Susan D. Anderson
Tuesday, February 21st 
5:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Creveling Lounge

South Africa Exhibit Program
Thursday, February 23rd 
12:00 – 1:30 p.m.
Creveling Lounge

Senior Panel
Sunday, February 26th 
2:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Jackie Robinson Center
1020 N. Fair Oaks Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91103

Mervyn Dymally Interview
Tuesday, February 28th 
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Creveling Lounge

Janira Teague Talk
Wednesday, February 29th 
12:00 – 1:30 p.m.
Creveling Lounge

As Pasadena City College approaches its 90th Anniversary in 2014, 
it is fitting that we celebrate one of our most internationally 
recognized alums, Jackie Robinson, who broke the color barrier 
in professional baseball by implementing an annual event in his 
honor to celebrate the multiple aspects of our diversity.  Thus, the 
Jackie Robinson Arts & Humanities Lecture Series will embody the 
College’s motto: “Proud Past, Global Future” as a multi-ethnic, 
multi-disciplinary professional development annual event that 
will expose the College community to a vast array of artists, 
scholars, musicians, performers, writers, playwrights and other 
contributors to the quest for social justice, equity, and other 
humanitarian issues focused on deepening our understanding 
and appreciation of cultural diversity – a crucial component in 
preparing for a global future.   

The analytical framework of the Jackie Robinson Arts & 
Humanities Lecture Series offers a range of dialogue on issues of 
social justice. Pasadena City College has a legacy of multi racial 
political formations that date back to the earliest decades of the 
twentieth century. And the series builds upon that foundation 
to examine the past, the present and future moments. At 
this critical juncture in American History we seemed to have 
misplaced or forgotten the narrative of youth and its ability to 
transform dialogues.

A Hearing and a Listening: Stories of the Africa Diaspora and 
Pasadena explores the impact of Afro-Caribbean migration to the 
U.S. in the twentieth century. From Afro-Caribbean communities 
move to Harlem in the 1910s laying the groundwork for Marcus 
Garvey, to Mervyn Dymally and his rise through the political 
structure of the California Democratic Party to become the 
first Black Lieutenant Governor of the state. To youth and how 
technology has taken on new proportions with both internal 
migration in the U.S. and the flow of that music on back channels 

into the Arabic Spring not because it is new as Islam and African 
American cultural expression have a long history. 

In collaboration with the Pasadena City College Diversity 
Initiative, Pasadena Digital History Collaboration, Pasadena 
Museum of History, Pasadena City College and Jackie Robinson 
Center, the series will include A Hearing and a Listening: Stories 
of the Africa Diaspora and Pasadena Photography Exhibition 
curated by Hillary Jenks and Christopher Jimenez y West utilizing 
the source material from the Pasadena Digital Library and the 
treasure troves of images from griots, historians and community 
members of the community. The African American Heritage 
Room in the Shatford Library of Pasadena City College exhibit 
installation will include a companion program at The Jackie 
Robinson Center, which is a multi-purpose social service delivery 
center that will celebrate its 30th year in 2012. Connecting 
to the themes of hearing and listening will be moderator  
Johari DeWitt-Rogers, a former administrator at Pasadena City 
College who recently retired after 25 years of service. She served 
two terms as President of The Association of Black Employees 
at PCC and was the Coordinator of the President’s African 
American Advisory Committee as well as the African American 
Heritage Room. A founding voice of the Jackie Robinson Arts 
& Humanities Lecture Series, DeWitt-Rogers will lead a panel of 
elders to share stories of Pasadena and its evolution over the last 
century.

The African Diaspora into the Western Hemisphere infused 
the cultures of the Caribbean Central and South America 
with elements that are central to the multiple narratives of 
life in the region. Black Pasadena was home to a range of 
migrations that overlapped much of the twentieth century, 
opening windows into cultural formations specific to the space.  
Susan D. Anderson, historian, novelist, poet, and Curator of 

“Collecting Los Angeles” in UCLA Library Special Collections, will 
discuss little known aspects of early twentieth century California. 
This period is inherently paradoxical, embodying the nadir of 
lynchings and Black codes, the utopianism of the Black town 
movement, and extraordinary connections among Whites and 
Blacks in the state that have been hidden by academic historians. 

Exploring the impact of the concurrent impact of migrations, both 
internal and external to the U.S. in the early twentieth century, 
Janira Teague, UCLA doctoral student in history, will present her 
current research on the impact of Afro-Caribbean migration 
into Harlem at the dawn of the twentieth century. From 1890 
to 1930, New York City housed a large Black migrant population 
from the American South, and the largest Black immigrant 
population in America. The majority of the immigrants, such as 
Marcus Garvey, arrived from the British colony of Jamaica. The 
majority of the migrants arrived from cities and rural areas in 
Georgia, Virginia, and the Carolinas. Janira’s lecture explains the 
Black migration and simultaneous Black immigration to New 
York City from 1890 to 1930, and discusses the impact of the 
Black interethnic interactions on the development of status and 
a new Black identity in America.

From the earliest days of Pasadena its Black citizens displayed 
a unique blend of sophistication in their multi-racial political 
power brokering to confront Jim Crow segregation and seek 
political office. Despite prolonged attempts to secure elected 
office, Blacks elected to statewide positions before 1960 were 
limited to Frederick M. Roberts (1879 – 1952), August F. Hawkins 
(1907 – 2007) and William Byron Rumford (1908 – 1986). As waves 
of Black migrants settled into and expanded the residential and 
commercial community of the region capped only by racially 
restrictive covenants, the homeowners loan corporation. The 
pre war centrality of the institutions such as The Forum, the First 

African Methodist Episcopalian, People’s Independent Church, 
the Urban League, the local chapters of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People amongst a range of 
other formal and informal networks. With legacy institutions 
such as Golden State Mutual Life, Angelus Funeral Home and 
the Los Angeles Sentinel moving west into the new hubs of the 
Crenshaw district and Leimert Park, a new cohort of leaders 
emerged. Interestingly, the strength of the pre-war networks 
was defined by the varied personalities of H. Claude Hudson 
(1886 - 1989), Charlotta Bass (1879 – 1969), and continued into 
the postwar to include Gilbert W. Lindsay (1900 – 1990), Billy G. 
Mills and Tom Bradley — the latter all serving on the Los Angeles 
City Council in the mid to late 1960s. 

Mervyn Dymally would emerge through guile, energy and hard 
work to the second highest elected office in the state, the 41st 
Lieutenant Governor. “He has always tended to go his own way, 
he has weathered a few controversies ... and he still speaks with 
the faint Caribbean accent of his youth,” the Press-Telegram 
wrote of the man who will be the subject of a public interview 
on the campus of Pasadena City College. After a second stint in 
the California State Assembly he continues to tirelessly work for 
the Charles R. Drew Medical Center and his namesake nursing 
school. The interview will explore his sense of the evolution 
of cultural identities and politics in California spanning his 
extraordinary political career.

A Hearing and a Listening: Stories of the Africa Diaspora and 
Pasadena will serve as a positive contribution to the climate of 
the campus, the city and the region at large with its array of 
stories, spaces and voices. 

Johari DeWitt-Rogers Janira TeagueSusan D. Anderson Mervyn Dymally

A HEARING AND A 
LISTENING:

Stories of the Africa Diaspora and Pasadena


