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There is much to see and celebrate in the new National Museum of African 
American History and Culture. 
 
I contributed three photographs to the opening permanent exhibitions of the new 
museum, all in the twentieth century area. One photograph I contributed from the 
Cristyne Lawson Collection is in The Jim Crow Era/Community Building section 
(Balance Rock, Valley of the Gods, Colorado, top center). This photograph 
features Lawson's grandmother, Mary McReynolds with a gentleman friend and 
burro in front of Colorado's balanced rock natural wonder. Originally from the 
Austin, Texas environs, McReynolds would become the wife of Rev. James A. 
Stout and move to California in 1908. Her husband was the first minister of 
Phillips Chapel Christian Methodist Episcopal (CME) Church in Santa Monica, 
California and on the Pacific Slope. Today some descendants of the Stouts, 
including Lawson, continue to live in Santa Monica, California. 
 
The other photographs I contributed are in The Great Migration/Migrating West 
(see Peter and Rosa Cobbs, lower left) section. In 1925 newlyweds Peter and 
Rosa Cobbs (my maternal grandparents) drove in their new Dodge from 
Montgomery, Alabama to Los Angeles in search of better opportunities. He had a 
thriving medical practice in Montgomery, but felt stifled. Mrs. Cobbs was a 
teacher in Birmingham. The couple sought to escape the discrimination they 
experienced in Alabama, and wanted to provide better opportunities for 
themselves and their forthcoming three children. The family remained in Los 
Angeles and the West for the rest of their lives. 
 
Both exhibit sections are in the intimate exhibition spaces behind the lunch 
counter display and the Jim Crow era train car on Level C2 (DEFENDING 
FREEDOM, DEFINING FREEDOM: THE ERA OF SEGREAGATION 1876–
1968) of NMAAHC. 
 
In the photograph caption for the Cobbs (as of September 24, 2016), they 
misspelled their last name once in the text. I have asked the staff to correct this 
situation. Also they need to include a better reproduction of the photograph of 
Rosa I gave the Museum, which I have also requested. The print they made is 
too dark for the space it is located in. This text with the misspelling and dark 
photograph will probably be up on the wall for awhile, but at least Los Angeles is 
represented in the African American migration story to the West Coast from the 
South. 
 
Enjoy all the wonderful stories told in the NMAAHC exhibits! 
#APeoplesJourney, #MakingHistory. 
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