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LA ArtCore, The Robey Theatre Company and Kathie Foley-Meyer present 
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“When Little Tokyo Went Bronze” 
June 2013 

 
 (Los Angeles, CA – April 25, 2013) In February of 1942 Franklin D Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, 
which led to the internment of over 120,000 Japanese Americans for the duration of World War II.  For the 
section of Los Angeles known as Little Tokyo, the removal of its Japanese American residents created a ghost 
town of empty houses and businesses. The abandoned neighborhood soon became a source of opportunity for 
the influx of southern African American citizens that were migrating to LA, who, like the Japanese, were barred 
from living anywhere west of Central Avenue by the city’s racially restrictive housing covenants. As thousands of 
African American families moved into homes and retail spaces vacated by Japanese Americans, the Little Tokyo 
neighborhood became known as “Bronzeville”.  
 
Few remnants remain of the time when the streets of Little Tokyo became Bronzeville and were known for the 
jazz and “breakfast clubs” that operated until the wee hours, and leading citizens such as Leonard Christmas 
who organized the Bronzeville Chamber of Commerce.  A long-time fascination with the period led artist Kathie 
Foley-Meyer to create Project Bronzeville, a combination of fine art, theater, a panel discussion and music 
coming together to commemorate this brief but vibrant part of LA history. 
 
Programming will include:  
  An exhibition of artwork created by Kathie Foley-Meyer at LA Artcore. 
  An encore production of the play Bronzeville, produced by the Robey Theatre Company at LATC.  Written by 
Tim Toyama and Aaron Woolfolk, Bronzeville tells the true story of a Black family who moved into the home of a 
Japanese family and discovered a member of the family hiding in the attic.   
  A night of live music at the Blue Whale jazz club, featuring music by The Miguel Atwood-Ferguson Ensemble.   
  A panel discussion about the Bronzeville period with Christopher Jimenez y West, Ph.D., Hillary Jenks, Ph.D. 
and Anthony Macias, Ph.D. 
 
 
THEATER:     Bronzeville, by the Robey Theatre Company - JUNE 29 - JULY 21, 2013 

Los Angeles Theater Center - 514 S. Spring Street,  Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Special student matinees will be performed for 700 Middle & High School Students at the 
Accelerated School Theater the week of May 20th, 2013 
 

ART:      Kathie Foley-Meyer exhibition - JUNE 1 - 30, 2013 
  Opening reception Sunday, June 2nd from 3-5pm with a conversation with the artists at 4pm 

LA Artcore @ Union Center for the Arts - 120 Judge John Aiso St, Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

MUSIC:  A night of jazz featuring the music of The Miguel Atwood-Ferguson Ensemble - JUNE 23, 2013 
Blue Whale - 123 Astronaut E S Onizuka St, Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

SYMPOSIUM:  Panel discussion with Christopher Jimenez y West, Hillary Jenks & Anthony Macias - JUNE 22 
Downtown Independent Theater - 251 S Main St, Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 
 
*The art exhibition and symposium are both free events.  For information regarding tickets to the play, please 
visit robeytheatrecompany.com.  For information regarding the jazz concert, please visit bluewhalemusic.com. 
 
For the most up-to-date information about dates, locations, and tickets, visit www.projectbronzeville.com. 
 
Media contact:  Stacy Conde, stacy.freshcondiments@gmail.com (760) 464-5967 



PROJECT BRONZEVILLE CONTRIBUTORS: 
 
KATHIE FOLEY-MEYER is a graphic designer and mixed-media artist based in Los Angeles, and the owner of createstudio 
design. Her clients include arts-related nonprofits and for-profit companies in the fields of architecture, art, law and health 
care. She has exhibited her artwork at the Museum of Neon Art (MONA), the Los Angeles Municipal Art Gallery, and 
galleries in Texas, Illinois, Kentucky and Oklahoma. Her sculpture “Brown People, Glass House” was part of the Museum of 
Neon Art’s Home Sweet Home exhibition at the 2012 Orange County Fair. 
 
LA ARTCORE is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to help develop the careers of visual artists of diverse 
backgrounds, bringing innovative contemporary art to the public, and providing educational programs by professional artists 
for people of all ages. 
 
LYDIA TAKESHITA is the Founder and Executive Director of LA Artcore. As a native of Little Tokyo and with her lifelong 
roots in the Downtown Los Angeles area, she remembers quite clearly the war years, the forced relocations, and the breakup 
of the Japanese American communities in Los Angeles. She has witnessed the changing face of the area, from Bronzeville 
to its modern development as a museum hub and cultural center.  
 
ALEX SLATO is a member of LA Artcore’s Board of Directors, and was previously VP of Exhibitions and Special Projects for 
the Museum of Latin American Art (MOLAA). In addition to his career as a professional auctioneer, Alex has participated in 
numerous international art fairs, been a frequent judge for a variety of juried art exhibitions, and has been a guest curator for 
more than 20 exhibitions in museums throughout the U.S. and Latin America.  
 
THE ROBEY THEATRE COMPANY is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to develop, explore and produce plays 
written about the global Black experience. 
 
BEN GUILLORY is the Executive Director & Producing Artistic Director of the Robey Theatre Company.  Ben studied at the 
American Conservatory Theatre (ACT) in San Francisco, and has worked extensively in theatre, film and television for the 
past 35 years as an actor and director. While at the ACT, Mr. Guillory appeared in, among others, Julius Caesar, The 
Taming of the Shrew, Peer Gynt, Desire Under the Elms, Misanthrope, The Cherry Orchard, Othello, LATC's production of 
Ma Rainey's Black Bottom, the Mark Taper Forum's Miss Ever's Boys, and the Robey/Greenway co-production of Permanent 
Collection at the Kirk Douglas Theatre. Television credits include My Name is Earl, The West Wing, Charmed, The Guardian, 
LA Law, JAG, The Young and the Restless, NCSI, and Jack and Bobby. Films include The Color Purple, The Tuskegee 
Airmen, Star Wars, Maid to Order, 3 Strikes, Crawlers, America's Dream and The Harimaya Bridge.  
 
JUDITH BOWMAN is the Development Director for the Robey Theatre Company. A seasoned non-profit administrator with 
over twenty years of experience, she blends past business experience with her love for the arts and the Humanities to 
support local organizations that sustain those aspects of our culture. Judith is a graduate of Spelman College.  
 
DWAIN A. PERRY is the Associate Director/Producer of The Robey Theatre Company. Dwain graduated from Northwestern 
University with a B.S. in Communications with a concentration in Theatre. After spending over ten years in Chicago and 
working in regional theatre across the country, Los Angeles is now where he calls home. Dwain made his directorial debut at 
the Robey with their production of Permanent Collection. Other credits include, A House with No Walls, Asst. Director, 
Bronzeville, Actor, and The River Niger, Director. 
 
MIGUEL ATWOOD-FERGUSON is a multi-instrumentalist, arranger, composer, music director, producer, DJ, and educator 
based in his hometown of Los Angeles. Miguel’s interests are many and he performs, tours and records with ensembles 
ranging from electronica, avant-garde, jazz, classical, hip-hop, and pop to name a few, from countries all around the world.  
 
DR. CHRISTOPHER JIMENEZ Y WEST is on the faculty of Pasadena City College. A native Angeleno, Dr. Jimenez y West 
transitioned to the academy after completing his doctoral thesis "More Than My Color: Race, Space and Politics in Black Los 
Angeles, 1940-1968," at the University of Southern California (USC) where he was the first African American man to take a 
Ph.D. in History from that institution. 
 
DR. HILLARY JENKS is a historian and assistant professor in the University Honors Program at Portland State University 
whose scholarship focuses on comparative racialization and metropolitan community formation in the twentieth-century 
United States. Professor Jenks is currently revising her award-winning dissertation into a book, Home Is Little Tokyo: Race 
and Metropolitan Development in Twentieth-Century Los Angeles.  
 
DR. ANTHONY MACIAS is Associate Professor and Graduate Advisor in the Department of Ethnic Studies at the University 
of California, Riverside. His book, Mexican American Mojo: Popular Music, Dance, and Urban Culture in Los Angeles, 1935-
1968 documents Chicano participation in jazz, the zoot suit phenomenon, car culture, rhythm and blues, rock and roll, and 
Latin music. It reveals the links between a vibrant Chicano expressive culture and postwar social and geographic mobility. 
 
CYNTHIA FEARING and ADRIENNE JONES are the creators of the Bronzeville gourd and the founders of G3 Relative Art.  
Adrienne and Cynthia specialize in gourd artistry, an art form introduced to them by Lucy Fearing, Cynthia’s mother.  Their 
wearable art has been featured in InStyle magazine and is a favorite amongst artists and entertainers.  


